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In the following year Honorius renewed his law against the Donatists, and in 414 (the death of Marcellinus reviving their hopes) he passed a fierce and brutal law, doubling the fines imposed on   them,  excluding   them   from   testamentary advantages  and  from   courts  of   law,   branding them  with   ' perpetual   infamy,'   and   banishing their obstinate clergy.    The schism now entered upon its last and most bloody stage.   The outlaws became fiercely indifferent to life.    They flung themselves   down   precipices — it  was  ' a  daily game'    of   theirs,    pleasantly   says   Augustine (ep. 185).   They assailed armed groups of pagans and  Catholics,  and fought  them  to  the  death. They met travellers on the country roads, and threatened to kill them if they did  not  inflict martyrdom  on their  strange accosters.    One of Augustine's   priests   was    murdered    by   them. When these suicides were pointed out to Augustine, he coldly replied  (ep.  204)  that they did not move him ; it was better, he said, that these few whom God had predestined to hell should perish than that all should be damned for want of coercion.    Yet even he shuddered sometimes at sight of the spectre he had raised.    We often find him pleading with the officials to refrain  from